Dear Friends,

Merry Christmas and Welcome Home!
There’s something special about going home for Christmas, more than any other holiday
throughout the year. There’s so much tradition around family gatherings. It’s all so intertwined
into our very being and remains central to how we manifest love in our lives, often for good and
for ill. So as your pastor, I welcome you home to the center of our faith, Saint Mary’s & St.
Pius X.
If there are three areas that I would say are central to who we are and how we envision
ourselves in the future of our ever-changing world, I would say they are faith, family, and
community. For many of us they are interconnected and often give definition to who we are.
Yet, with so much change in our lives, as well as internet and social media, it often seems as if
we’re drawn to other avenues of connection. However, when push comes to shove, nothing
can ever replace the human contact of a faith that we celebrate this season in the incarnate
Word, a family, regardless of how dysfunctional it can be, and a community that carries much
of the same.
This season opens the doors for us to experience all three
in a very different way. We are unaccustomed to looking
through the lens of a deeper reality and what this incarnate
Faith is to believe what
love means in our lives. We overlook the fact that Good
you do not see;
Friday is always in the rear view mirror when we celebrate
the reward of this faith is
this feast. It’s one of the common errors that we make,
thinking that Christmas is simply about a historical event
to see what you believe.
some 2000 years old. That was never the intent.
- Saint Augustine
While we can continue to learn from the context in which
Luke and Matthew write these familiar narratives, the
readings must continue to shed light on how that love is
continuing to manifest here and now, in the present
moment. It’s a celebration of the infinite and unknown taking on flesh in time and space. It’s
how we grow in faith and as family and community.
Faith, Family, and Community are who we are as people. Even those of us who are
introverted realize we are social beings and in need of human contact. But with human
contact comes messiness and struggle, much like that first Christmas and every one that
follows. As we stand at the precipice of a new year, reflecting back on where we have come
from and facing the unknown, we stand ready for something new to be born in us and as a
community of faith and family.
We continue to make strides here at St. Mary’s & St. Pius, looking for ways to overcome our
own obstacles. We are not free of struggle and disappointment. As we move forward, we’ll
continue to discern (through prayer and faith) ways that help us grow not only in our
understanding of faith but also grow the skills necessary to dialogue with and about it. If
there’s anything I have learned in my Jesuit education it’s that the challenge is always to look
for God in the most finite and mundane aspect of our lives. So often our faith language is not
just about “God language”, but rather about vulnerability and authenticity. It’s what we desire
most in our lives because it gives us meaning and purpose. We still keep seeing that we
remain something more, grounded in something deeper and more real than any of us can
imagine with our own eyes. All we can do is continue to fall into this mystery that binds us as
family and community.

After a fruitful time gathering small groups this Fall, we’ll once again offer the same opportunity
during the Lenten season. I have often made the point that there are reasons why Jesus only
chose 12. It doesn’t necessarily just have biblical implications. It’s also because the
smallness of the group allows the time and space to go deeper and experience that
vulnerability and authenticity over time. If we return to our roots in our faith you’ll find that
that’s how the early church began. In Acts of the Apostles it began in the home of believers.
They gathered around an ordinary table (in often challenging times) not to discuss morals and
beliefs, but rather, how to be people of courage. The challenge then, as now, is to find Christ
in the other, especially the least of our brothers and sisters.
This coming year we will also look at how we can work as a community to better reach those in
need, spiritually and otherwise. There are immigrants that we are well aware of living within
the parish who have very different needs than those of us
who have lived here all our lives. Yet these immigrants
come with a missionary zeal about them! They can teach
us greatly about what it means to “go out”. As much as the
Let the Church always be a
parish stands at the center of this finite world, it’s Christ
place of mercy and hope,
that stands at the center of it all, calling us to go forth to the
where everyone is
fringes. At the same time, we will continue with potlucks,
welcomed, loved and
praying with clay, Lenten series of speakers and activities
forgiven.
that can appeal to all ages.

- Pope Francis
Bringing two parishes into one community is no easy task,
and we all knew it would be difficult. More often than not,
in my experience, it is truly our differences that make us
stronger, not divide us. Building community is hard work,
just as it is in family. There’s always tension and disagreements but it’s what we do with all of
that to make a difference. In class I tell my students that you want to be in the tension,
because there you find creative ways to listen to the Spirit. It is trying to manifest in our
imaginations as if to push it forward and give birth to something new. Everyone knows there’s
nothing easy about giving birth!
Our school at St. Pius X continues to seek ways to secure a Montessori vision. We are looking
at better ways to utilize space so that it can serve people of varying ages into the future. We
are forming disciples to be aware and to go out in a variety of ways.
Like family and community, we’re all intricately connected, despite differences and locations.
The mission remains the same because the mission is infinite and timeless through the
proclamation of the Gospel and the incarnation of the Word in our lives and hearts.
Faith, Family, and Community gathers us together as we come home for this Christmas. It’s a
new Christmas in the life of the Church, and in the lives that have touched us and the love that
has been reciprocated. It’s an exciting time to be alive and to be here, home with each of you!
It is our time to envision something new for the Church of the 21st Century and to continue to
embody what was started in Acts of the Apostles and once again renewed through Vatican II
and now in Pope Francis. If you haven’t already, will you join us and make us your home?
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Father Marty

Fr. Marty posts his weekly homilies on his blog:
https://herodescent.wordpress.com/

Pastorate Calendar

St. Pius X Mass Intentions
Sun 12/17
7:30 am
10:30 am
5:00 pm
Tue 12/19
Thur 12/21
Sun 12/24
Sun 12/31
7:30 am
10:30 am
Tue 1/2
Thur 1/4
Sun 1/7
10:30 am
5:00 pm

† David Brian Carroll, Sr.
† Susan Dippel
† Cecilia Allen
† Nancy Broderick-Leary
† Griff Atkinson
† Mary Kearney Keenan
† Dr & Mrs William Carroll
† Michael Mellett
† Mack Dennis
† Carolina Sardella Iacobucci
† Annamae Keenan Russell
† Phillippe Gouel
† Ronald Shusta
† Brian Sands
† Robert Krauss
Emily Venanzi
† Marguerite Artagame

St. Mary’s Mass Intentions
Sun 12/16
Sun 12/17
Mon 12/18
Sat 12/23
Fri 12/29
Sat 12/30
Fri 1/5
Sat 1/6
Sun 1/7

† Florencio & Lucila Cesar
† Lyman Maxwell
† Joseph Lochner
† Florencio & Lucila Cesar
† Sofia D. Halili
† Florencio & Lucila Cesar
† All Souls
† Mildred E. Beese
† All Souls

I see clearly that the thing the
church needs most today is the
ability to heal wounds and to warm
the hearts of the faithful; it needs
nearness, proximity.
Pope Francis

Mon 12/25 – Christmas Day
9:00 am
SMG Mass: Fr. Jan Jumamoy
10:30 am
SPX
Mass: Fr. Matt Buening
Tues 12/26
7:00 am
SPX
No Mass
Noon
SMG No Noon Mass
Parish Offices Closed
Wed 12/27
7:00 am
Noon
7:30 pm

SPX
SMG
SPX

Communion Prayer Svc.
Mass:Fr. John Cunningham
AA Mtg. (youth room)

Thur 12/28
7:00 am
SPX
Communion Prayer Svc.
Noon
SMG NO Noon Mass
Parish Offices Closed
Fri 12/29
7:00 am
SPX
Communion Prayer Svc.
Noon
SMG Mass: Fr. Jan Jumamoy
Parish Offices Closed
Sat 12/30
3:00 pm
4:00 pm

SMG
SMG

Confessions
Mass: Fr. John Cunningham

Sun 12/31 – Feast of the Holy Family
7:30 am
SPX
Mass: Fr. Marty Nocchi
9:00 am
SMG Mass: Fr. Marty Nocchi
10:30 am
SPX
Mass: Fr. John Cunningham
Mon 1/1 – Mary, Mother of God
9:00 am
SMG Mass: Fr. Marty Nocchi
10:30 am
SPX
Mass: Fr.John Cunningham

Readings for the Week
December 24, 2017
4th Sunday of Advent
2 SM 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16
RIN 16:25-27
LK 1:26-38
Christmas Eve
IS 9:1-6
TI 2:11-14
LK 2:1-14
Christmas Day
IS 52:7-10
HEB 1:1-6
JN 1:1-18
December 31
SIR 3:2-6, 12-14
COL 3:12-21
LK 2:22-40
January 1
NM 6:22-27
GAL 4:4-7
LK 2:16-21

FAITH
FORMATION
NEWS

St. Mary Cemetery Lots are available
in the cemetery for $4,000.

Vaults in the columbaria available
for $2,300-2,500.
If you are interested in purchasing either,
please call the St. Mary’s parish office
(410-435-5900) to make an appointment.

♦ 181 Children enrolled in Faith
Formation Classes
♦ 13 Catechists teaching

Rite of Christian Initiation for

♦ 47 Candidates for
First Eucharist

Next Class: Sunday, January 7
Adults (RCIA)

We must pay special attention to
this:
the children and the grandparents.
Children and young people are the
future, they are the strength, those
who take us forward. They are the
ones in which we place our hope.
Grandparents are the memory of a
family, they are the ones who gave
us faith, transmitted to us the faith.
- Pope Francis

Confirmation Corner
Our next gathering will be the weekend of
January 20/21 for our retreat at the Msgr.
O’Dwyer House.
Mark your calendars:
Confirmation will take place on Sunday,
May 6 at 4:00 pm. Bishop Dennis
Madden presiding.

We are thrilled to have
31 confirmation
candidates this year.

Are you or someone you know interested in
becoming Catholic?Contact Dolores McKee
(dmckee@stpius10.org) if interested.

2017 CONTRIBUTION
INFORMATION
FOR TAXES
We do not automatically mail reports
of contributions. If you wish to
receive yours, please complete this
form, cut it out, and send it to the
Parish Office or drop in the collection
basket. Please submit form by
January 31, 2018. You may also
email Beth Poggioli
(Beth.Poggioli@archbalt.org)
ANY CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED
AFTER DECEMBER 31, 2017 will
be posted as a 2018 contribution.
Name_________________________
Address_______________________
City/State/Zip___________________
Best phone # for contact:
_____________________________
Email:________________________
Envelope #______

Join Us for Our Lenten
Speaker/Activity Series

Details to follow –
save the dates!
January 30th
Small Group Introductory Meeting
Tuesday, February 13th
Family Pancake Supper at St. Pius X
Wednesday, February 14th
Ash Wednesday
Monday, February 26th
1st of our Speaker Series
Monday, March 5th
2 of our Speaker Series
nd

Monday, March 12th
Praying with Clay Family Event
Monday, March 19th
Angst: The Movie
Sunday, March 25th
Palm Sunday

Fr. Marty Nocchi, Pastor
mnocchi@archbalt.org
Fr. John Cunningham Assoc. Pastor
jcunningham@stpius10.org
Fr. Sam Lupico
slupico@stpius10.org
443-858-0832
Miguel Sainz, Deacon
Patrick Woods, Deacon
pwoods@stpius10.org
443-928-3828
Beth Poggioli, Bookkeeper
beth.poggioli@archbalt.org
Lisa Ross, Faith Formation
lross@stpius10.org
St. Mary’s Parish Staff
PARISH OFFICE: 410-435-5900
Mon-Thurs: 8am-4pm, Fri 8am-12pm
David Dasch, Music Director
daviddasch2@gmail.com
Barbara Maxwell, Receptionist
barbara.maxwell-jack@archbalt.org
Martin Worzask, Facilities
martin.worzask@archbalt.org
St. Pius Parish Staff
PARISH OFFICE: 410-427-7500
Mon-Thurs: 8am-4pm, Fri 8am-12pm
Kent Bange, Facilities
kbange@stpius10.org
rLee Adams,Church Music
radams@stpius10.org
Dolores McKee,Parish Secretary
dmckee@stpius10.org
410-427-7513
Jennifer Ripley, School Principal
jripley@stpius10school.org
410-427-7326
www.stpius10school.org
www.facebook.com/stmarygovans/
www.facebook.com/SPXBaltimore/
Twitter: @SPXBaltimore

BAPTISM: Preparation classes meet
at St Pius - contact Deacon Patrick
Woods.
MARRIAGE: Call Parish office 6
months before your planned wedding
date.
VISITATION OF THE SICK:
Please contact the parish office
as hospitals will not notify us.

Lent comes providentially
To reawaken us,
to shake us from our lethargy.
- Pope Francis

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults):
Contact the parish office.

If you have a bulletin submission, please
email Lisa Ross (lross@stpius10.org).
Deadline is Monday at noon.

Offertory Envelope Users
No matter where you attend Mass, please
make your offertory checks payable to
the parish in which you are registered.

Thank you !

Financial Information unavailable.

Van Driver Schedule
December 24 – Semon

December 31 - Church

2nd Collection 12/24: Facilites Maintenance
2nd collection for 12/25: Christmas
No 2nd Collection 12/31

St. Mary’s Envelope Users:
Please pick up your 2018
envelopes in the back of the
church.
NEW! Online Giving at St. Mary’s
https://www.givecentral.org/location/512

Financial Information unavailable.
2nd Collection 12/24: Utilities

Community Poor Boxes
for DECEMBER:

Our Daily Bread

2nd Collection 12/25: Evangelization Programs
No 2nd Collection for 12/31
Subscribe to Online Giving at St. Pius X
https://www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx?cid=887

You can make an

Immediate
Year- End Donation
to either parish by scanning this QR
code using the camera app on your
phone.

Miss no single opportunity of
making some small sacrifice,
here by a smiling look, there
by a kindly word; always
doing the smallest right and
doing it all for love.
- Therese de Lisieux

ST. MARY & ST. PIUS X PARISHES THANK OUR BULLETIN ADVERTISERS – PLEASE PATRONIZE THEM WHEN POSSIBLE -

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE US

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES
HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

Realtor, GRI, ABR

410.598.7296

Plumbing

andrea@hubblebisbee.com

410-561-5522

Senior Discounts

of Long and Foster Real Estate

TECH RESCUE MD PART-TIME

E.O.E.

Computer Services for All
of Your Home &
Small Business Needs

SERVERS - DISHWASHERS
DIET AIDES
BLAKEHURST RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

www.techrescuemd.com

1055 W. JOPPA ROAD Towson, MD 21204
(Fax: 410-494-8236)

410-960-8022

Jim Bush

Andrea Conlan Kropfelder

Agent

BRIGID MULLIGAN
410-768-0110 1923 York Road,
www.PadovaTech.com
2nd Floor

#2097

Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399
SPACE
AVAILABLE

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

WELLS DISCOUNT
LIQUORS
AREA’S LARGEST SELECTION
OF WINE AND SPIRITS
6310 YORK RD.
BALTIMORE, MD 21212

BALTIMORE CITY
410-435-2700 DELIVERY AVAILABLE

MITCHELLWIEDEFELD
FUNERAL
HOME, INC.
6500 YORK ROAD
RODGERS FORGE

410-377-8300

PRAYER CARDS

Commemorate ... Celebrate ... Remember
your special days, events, people ...
Call to discuss 1-800-934-1620
Personalized • Full Color • Unlimited Designs

OUR

www.hollenshades.com
Mon-Fri 7-6
Sat 7-2
1501 E. Joppa Rd, Towson 410-828-5750
• Family Owned & Operated in Towson

Since 1939
• General Automobile Repairs
• Domestic, Import and Light Truck Repairs
Call Today to Schedule an Appointment

HIT HOME(S)!

ATLAS
EXTERMINATOR CO.

If interested in this
space please call us at

Pest and Termite Control Specialists

410-578-3600

PHONE: 410-296-1212
211 Old Padonia Road, Cockeysville, Md. 21030

CHASNEY & COMPANY, INC.

Roofing

HVAC • PLUMBING • COMBUSTION

5808 York Road • Baltimore, MD 21212
(410) 433-1600 • Fax: (410) 435-2485

Exterior
Remodeling

Email: chasneyco@gmail.com

Masonry
We do MORE than
just roofing!

THIS WILL
DO IT!

410-889-5525

www.fickbros.com

Call 410-578-3600

Licensed & Insured

410-285-8888

www.bmoreheatingandcooling.com

R. G. MERKLE
MEMORIALS
3700 Taylor Avenue
Parkville, MD

410-444-4900

MB
Home Care

Free Consultation

When you travel...

Providing Compassionate In Home Care
for Seniors & Disabled Adults Since 2004

Stay in touch...

410-243-8348

1125 Cromwell Bridge Rd. • Towson
www.Fitgymusa.com

Visit parish
website to view…

10% Off
Any
Order*

ADVERTISE

Call: 410-578-3600
for more information

12 West Aylesbury Road • Timonium, Maryland 21093

Roland Roofing and Home Solutions

Family Owned
& Operated for
Over 22 Years

• Slate & Shingle Roofing • Windows • Siding • Doors

(materials only)
*cannot be
combined with
other offers.

We are a family owned business since 1976

410-440-8968
www.MBHomeCare.com

Wayne & Pat Roland

It's
Wise
to...

Sign up to receive the
bulletin electronically each week

410-667-0620

heating & cooling

Service • Installation • Sales

Redefining the Funeral Experience
www.MarchFH.com
East: 1101 E. North Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21202 * 410-727-3300
West: 4300 Wabash Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21215 * 410-542-2400
Volunteer
for. . .

House

A Family Grief & Loss Center
In Baltimore, MD

*Programs for Children & Adults*
Call: (410) 235-6633 • www.Robertashouse.org

$150 OFF

contracts over $1,000 or more when you mention
this ad during your FREE consultation

410-532-9037

www.rolandslate.com

“Old Fashioned Craftsmanship for the Modern Generation”

For ad information, call Tim Maher or Phil Maher at 410-578-3600 or write P.O. Box 13103, Baltimore, MD 21203 - © 2017

